WCMEA 2026
Winter Conference

JANUARY 26-28™, 2026

The WCMEA is thrilled to announce the details and speaker lineup for our 2026
Winter Conference in January! Below you will find location details, information
regarding accommodations and our amazing list of topics and speakers. We are

looking forward to another great opportunity for learning, collaboration and
networking.

Best Western Premier Bridgewood Resort Hotel and
Conference Center

1000 Cameron Way, Neenah, WI 54956
220-720-8000

. ocation:

A block of rooms has been reserved for the WCMEA at

the Bridgewood Resort at a discounted state rate.
Accommodations:  Please call the number above to make your

reservations - Be sure to mention us!
Hotel block will close on January 9™ 2026

We will continue to offer online reqgistration through our
Registration: WCMEA website as .well as paper copies. Please be

patient as we get this updated and mind our mess as we

continue to work on revamping the website completely!

A reqistration form will be sent via e-mail for those
wanting to reqister prior to the site being updated!

Reqistration Forms may be emailed to Rory or Deb
(contact info below)

Checks should be made out to WCMEA

Mail to:

WCMEA Treasurer C/O Rory Groessl
Payment: E6478 Wolf River Court

Algoma, WI 54201

Emalil treasurer@wcmea.onmicrosoft.com for Paypal or
Invoice

Debbie Stodola - 1* VP - 1stvyp@wcmea.onmicrosoft.com

Contact Info: .
Rory Groessl - Treasurer - treasurer@wcmea.onmicrosoft.com
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WCMEA Winter
Conference Schedule

7:00- 8:00 am

8:00- 815 am

815 - 9:45 am

Q:45-10:45 am

10:45-11:05 am

11:05 am - 12:35 pm

12:35-1:35 pm

1:35 - 2:20 pm

2:20-3:20 pm

3:20-3:40 pm

3:40-5:40 pm

WCMEA WINTER 2026 CONFERENCE

JANUARY 26", 2026

Reqgistration & Networking Breakfast

Welcome & Opening Remarks

From the Depths Below: Fatal SCUBA Diving Case Review

Speakers: Dr. Doug Kelley - Milwaukee County Medical Examiner’s Office
Jesse Schwarten - Kenosha County Medical Examiner’s Office
Pat Weyend - Kenosha County Sheriffs Department

Postmortem Toxicology Sampling: The What, Why and How
Speaker: Dr. Adam Covach - Fond Du Lac County Medical
Examiner’s Office

Break

Ways Your Body is Trying to Kill You #1: The Liver

Speaker: Dr. Adam Covach - Fond Du Lac County Medical Examiner’s
Office

Lunch Break

We need to talk...A panel discussion on Purpose, Process,

and Possibillity

Speakers: Jennifer Schroeter- Versiti Organ o Tissue, Greqg Kinblom -
American Tissue Services Foundation, Dr. P. Douglas Kelley, Milwaukee
County Medical Examiner’s Office, Dan McKenzie -VVersiti Organ & Tissue

Media Relations and the MDI

Speaker: Myron Oestreich - Juneau County Medical Examiner’s Office

Break

The Devil’'s Dozen: 12 Popular Misconceptions in

Medicolegal Death Investigation
Speaker: Dr. Jamie Kallan -UW Forensic Pathologist/Professor
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WCMEA Winter
Conference Schedule

JANUARY 27, 2026

7:00 - 8:00 am Reqistration & Networking Breakfast
3:00- 8:10 am Morning Briefing

10)_O- Never Expect Normal
S:10-9:10 am Speaker: Jalene Scovell - Burnett County Medical Examiner’s Office
910-9-40 Research Methods for the MDI

‘ ‘ am Speaker: Ameilia March - Former MDI and Coronerds Podcast Host

Recovery and Processing of Donated Cornea for

9:40-10:25 am Transplantation: A Video Demonstration

10:25-10:45 am

10:45 am-12:45 pm

Speaker: lvan Castaneda - Lion’s Eye Bank of W|

Break

Adventures in Anthropoloqy
Speaker: Dr. Keith Biddle - UW Parkside Professor/Forensic

Anthropologist

12:45-1:45 pm Lunch Break
1:45-2:45 pm Crime Scene Response Team and the MDI
Speaker: Chris Johnson - Wisconsin State Crime Lab
2:45- 345 pm The Importance of Reporting Veteran Suicide Deaths
Speaker: Todd Stage - U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
3:45-4:05 pm Break
Death Investigations and Autopsy: The Impossible
4:05-5:05 pm Nature of Working in a Vacuum

WCMEA WINTER 2026 CONFERENCE

Speaker- Dr. Joe Calderaro-Milwaukee County Medical Examiner’s
Office
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WCMEA Winter
Conference Schedule

7:00 - 8:00 am

8:00 - 810 am

8:10-8:40 am

8:40-9:40 am

9:40-10:00 am

10:00-11:30 am

11:30 am-12:00 pm

WCMEA WINTER 2026 CONFERENCE

JANUARY 28™, 2026

Reqgistration & Networking Breakfast

Morning Briefing

Milwaukee Drug Rapid -Testing and Outreach Program (MDROP)
Speaker: Greq Wallace - Milwaukee County ME Toxicology Lab

The Body Farm: Outdoor Recovery Course Overview
Speaker: Katie Schara - Adam’s County Medical Examiner’s Office

Break
Sponsored by:

Beyond the Scene: Multijurisdictional and Cultural

Challenges in a Skeletal Death Investigation

Speakers: Debbie Stodola - Washington County Medical Examiner
Detective Tarra Ball - Washington County Sheriff’s Office

DHS & SVRIS Updates
Speaker: Michelle Smith - State Vital Records Office
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